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UAPB FANS CELEBRATE DIVISION TITLE

By Larry Ault/OF THE COMMERCIAL STAFF
Friday, November 17, 2006 11:20 PM CST
The success of the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff’s Golden Lions football team capturing the Southwestern Athletic Conference Western Division title was celebrated during a pep rally at City Hall on Friday where a number of UAPB and city officials praised the school.

	

	


“Isn’t victory a good feeling?” asked state Sen. Henry “Hank” Wilkins IV, urging a crowd estimated at almost 500 to “use your victory to improve yourself.”

“Today we are here to celebrate victory,” Wilkins said, noting that UAPB made history. “It’s important because our players and the university have achieved something important. Thank you, Coach Forte,” he said.

Pine Bluff Mayor Carl Redus Jr. proclaimed Friday as UAPB Football Day as part of a day-long celebration, Wilkins said.

In recognition of this, Redus invited Pine Bluffians to “share your pride in the pride of Pine Bluff” at a spirit day rally at the Pine Bluff Civic Center Complex’s North Mall.

The festivities, which lasted about two hours, began before noon with a rousing performance by UAPB’s band, the Marching Musical Machine of the Mid-South. Free refreshments that included popcorn, hot dogs and cold drinks were provided to the crowd while cheerleaders pranced and danced to the sounds of the band as KTRN 104.5 radio announcer Floyd Donald emceed the event.

“What they have been able to accomplish this season, despite the adversity, is not only exciting for our community, but is truly worthy of praise,” Redus said.

“The Golden Lions this year have shown us that, with dedication and teamwork, obstacles are surmountable and success is achievable. The character they have shown in creating their success is something the rest of us in the community — whether we’re involved in politics, business, education, or any other endeavor — would do well to emulate. We’re all very proud of them and want to show them that.”

The Golden Lions on Dec. 16 will travel to Legion Field in Birmingham, Ala., to play Alabama A&M for what has been described as an opportunity for the first outright college football championship in the history of the city of Pine Bluff. “The city of Pine Bluff supports you in your drive for the 2006 Southwestern Athletic Conference championship. Let that support be the aspiration of an entire city, propel you toward victory,” Redus said.

“You are part of a greater team. That team is our community. Pine Bluff is with you,” Redus said. “We would always agree that the Golden Lions would be a winner in our community.”

UAPB Chancellor Lawrence A. Davis Jr. commented during the high spirited rally that he has watched “those young men and they are very disciplined.”

“We’ve really been struggling,” Davis said. “We need you to pack that stadium tomorrow,” he said, referring to a a game today in Pine Bluff where the Golden Lions will play Texas Southern at 4 p.m.

The crowd chanted “Go Lions Go” repeatedly while applauding Athletic Director Craig Curry.

“I have the best coaching staff in America. What you’ve seen is a testament to the players,” Curry said.

“Success doesn’t just happen. It takes hard work. With that work comes greater responsibility,” he said.

Coach Mo Forte asked all of the players to come forward, identifying them as “the guys that take all the lumps” and get all the bruises.
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