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Legislators rush to pass missionary memorial 

By JEREMY GLOVER
LOG CABIN STAFF WRITER 
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Faulkner County legislators ended the brief legislative session last week by passing memorial resolutions honoring two local missionaries who gave their lives so two others might live after a boating accident in Nicaragua. 

Both the Senate and House of Representatives passed resolutions to honor the memories of Dr. Jack Logan, a dentist, and Bert Alexander, a member of the Conway Planning Commission and a pharmaceutical sales manager. The two men had just finished a mission trip when their fishing boat capsized, which eventually led to their deaths. 

The two missionaries and two young men in their fishing party clung to a water cooler overnight, but the men made the decision that they could not all continue using the cooler to stay afloat. The missionaries spoke words of encouragement to the two young men, who were sons of a pastor that also died in the accident, and then pushed off of the cooler and drowned in Lake Nicaragua. 

The two young men were saved the next day and both credited Logan and Alexander with saving their lives. 

The resolutions stated that the Senate and House of Representatives "recognizes Dr. Jack Logan and Mr. Bert Alexander's sacrifice and commends them." 

State Sen. Gilbert Baker said the events transpired so quickly that he and representatives in the county scrambled to get a resolution passed before the session ended. 

Baker said it was the legislators' way of honoring two men who were committed to what they believed in up until the end. He said it was very moving and somber in the chamber when the story of the men was shared just before the legislature adjourned. 

"When I shared with others the events and told the story you could see the shock and amazement on people's faces," Baker said. 

"That sacrifice they made living out their Christian lives will continue to influence others for a long time." 

In the House, Rep Sandra Prater, Rep. Betty Pickett, Rep. Robbie Wills and Rep. Preston Scroggin sponsored the resolution to honor the men. 

Wills said the story struck a chord with anyone who heard it during the session last week. 

"They sacrificed themselves so that others could live," he said. "As Christians we can only hope we would act nobly and honorably as they did." 

Scroggin said it was a small token of appreciation for their lives and what they stood for. He said there are not really words to properly describe the sacrifice the two men made. 

"It is amazing to me that they spoke words of encouragement to the boys and then just pushed off," Scroggin said. "It really tugs at the heart." 

Ken Wilson, teaching pastor at Fellowship Bible, said he thought it was a fantastic way to honor the two men. 

"What an appropriate way for people to understand the contributions these men made not only in their death, but in the way they led their lives," he said. 

Logan and Alexander were on a five-person mission team that was in Juigalpa, Nicaragua, as part of the Bible Training Institute that Fellowship Bible Church operates. The rest of the group left on April 1 while Logan and Alexander stayed to enjoy a few days of fishing with friends in the area. 

The resolution states that appropriate copies will be provided to the families by the secretary of the Senate. 

---- 

(Staff Writer Jeremy Glover can be reached by e-mail at jeremy.glover@thecabin.net or by phone at 505-1253.) 

 

