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ARKANSAS® WORK INJURY AND ILLNESS RATE DECREASES FOR THE
ELEVENTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR

According to a study by the Arkansas Department of Labor and the U.S. Department
of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics, 5.1 work-related injuries and illnesses were
reported in the state for every 100 full-time workers in private industry for 2003. This
was down from 5.7 in 2002. See attached table 6 for details of 2003 rates by industry.

Note on industry and occupation classifications: Beginning with the 2003 reference
year, the Bureau of Labor Statistics started using the 2002 North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS) for industries and the Standard Occupational
Classification system (SOC) for occupations. Prior to 2003, the program used the
Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) system and the Bureau of the Census
Occupational Classification System. Because of the substantial differences between the
current and previous systems, the results by industry and occupation in 2003 constitute a
break in series, and users are advised against making comparisons between the 2003
industry and occupation categories and the results for previous years.

The annual survey estimates the number and frequency (incident rates) of workplace
injuries and illnesses based on logs kept by private industry employers during the year.
These records reflect not only the year's injury and illness experience, but also the
employer’s understanding of which cases are work related under current recordkeeping
guidelines of the U.S. Department of Labor. The number of injuries and illnesses
reported in any given year can also be influenced by changes in the level of economic
activity, working conditions and work practices, worker experience and training, and the
number of hours worked. Injuries and illnesses were counted if they resulted in a loss of
consciousness, restricted work activity or transfer to another job, or required medical
treatment beyond first aid. Fatal injuries and illnesses were not included in this study;
however, a separate publication is available from the Arkansas Department of Labor on
those statistics.

For more information, contact Leon Cornett at the Arkansas Department of Labor at
(501) 682-4542, or write to 10421 West Markham Street, Little Rock, AR 72205.
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Table 6. Incidence rates' of nonfatal occupational injuries and ilinesses by industry and case types, 2003
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See footnotes at end of table.
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