
Benton County District Court Judge Rodney Owens

On December 12, 2001 Judge Owens was arrested and charged with a felony.  It is alleged that
Owens attempted to evade or defeat the payment of sales tax and personal property tax on a
1989 Motor Coach (RV) motor home.  Owens allegedly purchased the RV in Oklahoma and
titled and registered the RV in Oregon while at the same time he was a resident and taxpayer in
Arkansas.  The purpose of this registration in Oregon was to allegedly avoid paying Arkansas
state sales tax and to avoid paying the appropriate personal property tax.  

Judge Owens is currently represented by Attorney Drew Miller.  Effective December 17, 2001
Owens, by his attorney, has agreed not to preside as judge in any capacity until this matter is
fully resolved.  

A copy of the letter setting forth the judge’s decision not to serve in a judicial capacity follows.  






