
ARORA pledges our 

commitment to the 

Funeral Directors of 

Arkansas to provide 

education relating to 

the standards of the 

funeral industry. Our 

goal is to enhance 

communication with 

funeral directors 

across the state and 

to work successfully 

together for the good 

of the families we 

both serve. 

Ou r  C ommi tmen t  
To  Yo u  

 

 

 

2 0 1 4  Ar k a n s a s  
F u n e r a l  
D i r e c t o r s  
S ym p o s i u m  

 

October 9th, 2014 

Clarion Hotel 

Little Rock Medical 

Center 

925 University Ave. 

Little Rock Ar. 

“ We are serving the same families” 

Guest Speaker  

Ken Whitaker  
Affiliated with Funeral Service for over 48 years  

Licensed Funeral Director and Embalmer for over 39 

years  

Currently affiliated with Whittaker Funeral Support 

Services  

Employed with the Dallas Institute of Funeral Service 

for over 33 years having served as Dean of Students and 

full-time instructor in the subjects of Embalming, Re-

storative Art & Cosmetology, Speech, Funeral Service 

Ethics, Funeral Service History and Texas State Law  

1992 appointee and currently serving as the Chairman 

of the 2012/2013 Programs and Education Committee 

for the Texas Funeral Directors Association for the 127th 

Annual Texas Convention in June of 2013  

Past-Member of the Embalming, Restorative Art, Com-

munications and Funeral Service History Review Com-

mittees of the American Board of Funeral Service Edu-

cation  

Member of NFDA, TFDA, North Texas FDA and the 

Dallas County Funeral Directors Association  

2004 appointed member to the Board of Directors of the 

Dallas County Funeral Directors Association and most 

recently reappointed to serve as Secretary/Treasurer for 

2011/2013  

Was inducted as a member of the British Institute of 

Embalmers in 2005  

Current member and Past President of the Quarter 

Century Club, for the Texas Funeral Directors Associa-

tion . 

 

Contributing author to both textbooks and professional 

trade journals on various aspects of funeral service  

Lecturer at numerous state, regional, national and in-

ternational funeral service association conventions and 

seminars  



The objectives include: 

 Opportunities to network

 When should your commitment to

families end 

 Update of Mili-

tary Funeral Hon-

ors stipend 

 Opportunity to

voice your con-

cerns/opinions to 

the State Board 

 Improve the

impression you 

make on the family 

 Better understanding of what

donation means to the donor family 

and recipients 

For Questions Contact 

Gerald Curtis 

ARORA Funeral Home Liaison 

501-749-5739 

gcurtis@arora.org 

Program 

07:30-8:15 - Registration and 

Continental Breakfast 

8:30 - Greeting - Mike Hudson,  Execu-

tive Director, Arkansas Regional Organ 

Recovery Agency (ARORA) 

8:40- Does Your Service End With 

Final Disposition - Ken Whittaker, 

Whittaker Funeral Support Services  

9:30- Donor Family Testimony 

9:45 - Break 

10:00- Military Funeral Honors Sti-

pend program, – Charles Johnson, Dpty. 

Director ADVA ,Jeffery Morgan -State  

Coordinator 

10:30 - Does Your Service End With 

Final Disposition Ken Whittaker 

11:30 - Lunch on Your Own 

12:30 - Personalizing Funeral Service 

in this Day and Time - Ken Whittaker, 

Whittaker Funeral Support Services  

1:45 -Break 

2:00 -Personalizing Funeral Service in 

this Day and Time  Ken Whittaker 

2:30 -Tombstone Symbolism 

     Abby Burnnett 

3:15-Organ Recipient Testimony 

3:30-Panel Discussion - State Board 

3:45 - Final Remarks/Adjourn 

AR OR A  

Educational 

Objectives 

Donation gives life 

To Register 

Please RSVP no later than 

October 3rd, 2014 
Make your reservation with 

Amy Goode 
Arkansas State Board of 

Embalmers and  

Funeral Directors  

501-682-0574 

or email 

Amy.goode@arkansas.gov 

Please include the names of 

all those attending the BID# 

and the funeral home  

represented 

The registration fee has 

been provided for you by: 

Arkansas Regional Organ 

Recovery Agency 

This program has been certified by 

the Arkansas State Board for 6 

hours of CEU credit. This can be 

divided into two sessions of 3 

hours based on your needs 


