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• Where is the Career Expo held?  The Career Expo will be held at Southern Arkansas University in 

Magnolia, AR on Thursday, May 10, 2012 from 10:00 am – 3:00 pm. 

• What companies are going to be there?   There will be several companies that are looking for highly 

qualified candidates with all different types of skill sets and experience levels.   

• How should I dress?  It is strongly recommended that you dress professionally for any interview.  A 

conservative approach is recommended. Looking fashionable is important, but looking like you 

mean business is even more important.  There are benefits to looking professional. Part of staying 

competitive is portraying an image that instills respect and self-confidence.   Always dress for the job 

you want, not the one you have.   You need to dress professionally for every job fair or interview 

even if the company has a casual dress policy.  Wear comfortable shoes. 

• What should I bring?  It is recommended that you bring 20-25 copies of your résumé as well as a 

reliable pen. If applicable, also bring a portfolio or a sample of your work to demonstrate your skills.  

Be prepared to fill out applications.  If you need help creating or improving your resume, Arkansas 

Workforce Center staff stands ready to assist you. 

• Will I meet recruiters?  All recruiters are interested in meeting potential candidates. However, it is 

your responsibility to initiate contact. Keep in mind that any time you meet potential employers; 

you are being evaluated - even if the meeting lasts only a minute or two. This is why first 

impressions are so critical.  

• Is there a chance I might be interviewed the day of the event?  ?  Each company will have the 

option to interview selected candidates in set aside interview rooms at the event.  If you are 

selected to be interviewed the day of the event the company will let you know all of the details.  

Keep in mind not every company will be conducting interviews at the event.  Some will be calling 

back qualified candidates at a later date.  It is rare for someone to be offered a job on the spot. 

Understand that the employer will follow up with you if he/she is interested.
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• What should I say to the recruiters?  You will have a very limited time with employers and will need 

to make a good impression and gain valuable information quickly. Carefully prepared questions can 

help you to learn about the company and discuss your skills. For example, “What skills and 

characteristics are you looking for in a staff accountant?” Once the employer answers the question, 

follow up by using that information to sell yourself.   “As you can see from my experience, I have…”  

Have a list of 3-4 questions that you can ask every employer.  Have at least one of those questions 

be specific to that employer.  Example questions include projects, products, qualifications they are 

looking for, what is a typical day like, etc. 

• How long should I plan to spend at the Career Expo?  Allow at least 1-2 hours for circulating 

through the room. Really hot companies will always have several people in line for them and you 

will need to allow time for this.   Be flexible! If the next company on your list has a long line, go to 

another one and come back later.  
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