
Participants in the Medical Coding & Billing and the Multi-Craft Technician courses 
will also complete a 12-hour pre-employment workshop designed to improve the suc-
cess of our students in their return to the workplace.  The course will cover Profes-
sional Etiquette, Customer Service, Team Interaction, Problem Solving and Time 
Management.   
 
Pre-Employment classes will be held on the UAFS campus.  There is no cost to the 
student for this training and students who successfully complete the class will be 
awarded a certificate of completion to document that they have received 12 hours or 
Pre-Employment training through UAFS. 
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The Fort Smith region is home to an extensive network of Healthcare providers with 
two regional hospitals and numerous clinics and physicians groups.  We are also home 
to various agencies that provide assistance in the forms of long-term care, rehabilita-
tive and insurance services.  Medical Coding & Billing is a critical function in all of 
these areas of the Healthcare Industry. 
 
The Medical Coding & Billing classes will prepare students for an entry-level employ-
ment position within the Healthcare Industry.  Our goal is to provide students with 120 
hours of intensive training in the areas of Medical Terminology, Medical Coding and 
Medical Billing.  At the end of this course it is our expectation that students should be 
prepared to successfully complete the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam which 
is a nationally recognized credential in the Healthcare Industry.   
 
Classes will be scheduled for one-half days, typically morning hours Monday through 
Friday.  We plan to use 4-day weeks for the majority of the schedule and that will re-
quire approximately eight weeks to complete.  Books and materials will be provided 
for the class which will be held on the campus of UAFS.  Our Instructors have real-
world experience in this field and have extensive teaching experience. 
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Manufacturing continues to grow and prosper in the Fort Smith region in spite of the 
decline of the furniture industry and the loss of Whirlpool.  The food and metal 
manufacturing industries are well represented in the area and continue to face a 
shortage of qualified maintenance technicians.   
 
The students in the Multi-Craft Technician classes will receive a total of 200 hours 
of training in the areas of Electricity, Motor Systems, Welding, Machine Shop, Me-
chanical Drive Systems, Automation and Fluid Power.  This is the same basic train-
ing that UAFS routinely provides for area employers in the manufacturing industry.  
This training is designed to help students gain employment in an entry level mainte-
nance position within local industry. 
 
Classes will be held during the day, Monday – Friday and all classes will be held on 
the UAFS campus with specialized labs and equipment that simulates the industrial 
environment.  Instructors have real-world experience within the industrial fields that 
they teach.  Books and materials will be provided.   
 
Students will receive a certificate of completion stating that they have received XX 
number of hours of training in the various sections (Electricity, Automation, Weld-
ing, etc.) from UAFS. 
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The trucking and logistics industry continues to have a huge shortage of qualified 
drivers for over the road trucks.  The Fort Smith region is home to numerous compa-
nies specializing in transportation.  The basic skill set required for an entry level po-
sition in this industry is the CDL driver’s license.   
 
The CDL Driver Instruction Course will provide both classroom training and exten-
sive driving experience that is designed to prepare students to successfully complete 
the written and driving certification exams required for the CDL license in Arkansas. 
 
UAFS has facilities at Chaffee Crossing where students will complete the four-week 
course.  Classes are held Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Our 
facilities include classrooms and an actual 18-wheel tractor/trailer as well as CDL 
Instructors with professional driving experience.  Students will spend one week in 
class and then three weeks practicing pre-trip inspections, backing and over-the-road 
driving.  The driving portion of the certification exam will be administered on the 
last day of classes. 
 
Students that are interested in this instruction must pass a mandatory Department of 
Transportation drug test as well as a DOT medical physical exam to determine eligi-
bility for the CDL license.  The cost of this screening will be covered by the Grant.  
Books and materials will be provided.   
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