
Arkansas Workforce Summit 
November 5, 2009 
Agenda 
 
 Registration and Opening Session 
    
Time Event Name Presenter (s) Room Name 
    
8;00 a.m. –  
9:00 a.m. 

Registration, Continental 
Breakfast, and Networking 

  

    
    
9:00 a.m. Introduction of the Governor Artee Williams, Director 

Department of Workforce Services 
Arena Floor  

    
 Governor’s Address The Honorable Mike Beebe 

Governor, State of Arkansas 
 

    
 Welcome Randy Zook, President 

Arkansas State Chamber of 
Commerce 

 

    
 Governor’s Strategic Plan for 

Economic Development 
Thomas Chilton, Director of 
Technology Development, Arkansas 
Economic Development Commission 

 

    
 The Governor’s Workforce 

Cabinet:  Developing Workforce 
Solutions for the State 

Dr. Ed Franklin, President  
Arkansas Association of Two-Year 
Colleges 

 

    
 Arkansas Works Initiative Stacy Sells, Senior Vice President 

Cranford Johnson Robinson Woods 
Arkansas Works Coordinator-
Arkansas State Chamber of 
Commerce 

 

    
    
 Morning Workshop Session 
 See workshop descriptions for a description of the workshop and speakers. 

 
 

10:45 a.m. – 
11:30 a.m. 

Arkansas’s Career Readiness 
Certificate Program 

 Meeting Room 
1A 

    
 Registered Apprenticeship:  

Meeting the Skilled Workforce 
Needs of Arkansas’s Industry 

 Meeting Room 
1B 

    
 Making Arkansas Works Work 

for Your Community 
 Meeting Room 

2A 
    
 Advantages of Hiring the Older 

Worker 
 Meeting Room 

2B 
    
    
    



 
 Lunch and Luncheon Presentation 
    
11:30 a.m. Lunch  Arena Floor 
    
12:00 p.m. Preparing America’s Workforce Joseph Juarez, Regional 

Administrator 
U.S. Department of Labor 
Dallas Regional Office 
 

 

    
 Building Work Ready 

Communities 
Scott Stimart, Vice President 
ACT, Inc. – Workforce 
Development Division 

 

    
    
    
 Afternoon Workshop Session 
 See workshop descriptions for a description of the workshop and 

speakers. 
 

 

1:45 p.m. –  
3:00 p.m. 

Town Hall:  Employer Skill Needs  Meeting Room 1A 

    
 Navigating Arkansas’s 

Workforce Services 
 Meeting Room 1B 

    
 Educating Arkansas’s 

Workforce:  Aligning Education, 
Economic Development and 
Industry Needs 

 Meeting Room 2A 

    
 Retaining Arkansas’s 

Businesses 
 Meeting Room 2B 

    
 Closing Session 
    
3:15 p.m. – 
4:30 p.m. 

State Sector Strategies:  
Regional Solutions to Address 
Skill Needs 
 

Dr. Ed Franklin, Executive Director 
Arkansas Association of Two-Year 
Colleges  
 
Dr. Gibson “Sunny” Morris 
Executive Director, ADWIRED 
Academy 
 
Dr. Glen Fenter, President 
Mid-South Community College 
 
 

Arena Floor 

    
 
  
 


