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DIS Honored with Governor’s Digital Transformation Award
LITTLE ROCK-The Arkansas Department of Information Systems (DIS) was named the winner of the 2017 Governor’s Digital Transformation Award at the inaugural Arkansas Digital Government Transformation Awards ceremony, September 14, in Little Rock. DIS received the award alongside the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), its state agency partner, for the high speed broadband upgrade of the Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN).

The awards recognize the achievements of Arkansas government offices at the state and local levels that have used technology to drive innovation and make positive, measurable changes in the state. More than 20 government offices entered 31 nominations for awards in several categories. 

“We’re here tonight to honor the work that you all have done in moving our state forward to bring the best possible service to our citizens and make the best possible use of their valuable tax dollars,” Secretary of State and INA Board Chair Mark Martin said at the awards event. “The work you have done has saved the state millions of dollars, eliminated countless sheets of paper, and multiplied the capacity of our workforce—all while providing better and faster service to citizens.”

The APSCN broadband upgrade replaced outdated technology delivering internet connectivity to the state's K-12 school system with a highly secure, all fiber, high speed broadband network. Arkansas doubled the federally recommended minimum speed of 100 kbps to provide 200 kbps of high speed broadband connectivity to 293 K-12 sites across the state. 

The completion of this project catapulted Arkansas from the bottom of the K-12 connectivity rankings to become one of six states in the nation to achieve 100 percent broadband connectivity. The increased speed enabled teachers to deliver a technology rich educational experience to the over 400K students enrolled in the K-12 system, in schools of all sizes, regardless of geographic location. 

DIS also received an Honorable Mention for the Efficiency award for its time management system. The system replaced a legacy mainframe system that resulted in a 70 percent reduction in the administrative workload. The new system syncs with state systems and provides a single source of employee data.
The Arkansas Digital Government Transformation Awards were sponsored by the Arkansas Information Consortium (AIC) in partnership with the Information Network of Arkansas Board, the Arkansas Secretary of State’s Office, the Department of Information Systems, the Office of Transformation, and the Governor’s Office.
DIS is a cabinet level agency of Arkansas state government that provides information technology (IT) solutions to the public sector. DIS customers include state agencies, boards, commissions, city and county governmental entities, K-12 public schools, institutions of higher education, and the public safety community. 

DIS is responsible for the security, disaster recovery and Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP) functions for the state. Primary products and services provided by DIS include data center and hosting, voice (telephony), networking, professional services, storage and backup and operational services. 
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