E-Rate Letter of Agency

Program Years 2016, 2017, 2018 (Fiscal Years 2017, 2018, 2019)

 Arkansas Department of Education 

Department of Information Systems

E-Rate Letter of Agency

The Participant, (Cooperative/District/School/  Name)
,
 authorizes the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) and the Department of Information Systems (DIS), State of Arkansas, to act as a consortium lead on its behalf in matters related specifically to any State and Federal discount programs for the purpose of securing E-rate discounts.
The Participant authorizes ADE and DIS to engage on its behalf in the procurement process, in the submission of FCC Form 470, FCC Form 471, and other E-rate forms, and in the overall administration of these programs solely for the purpose of facilitating application for those discounts on E-rate eligible services, which shall include, but not be limited to, Telecommunications Services, Telecommunications, Internet Access, Internal Connections, and Internal Connections Basic Maintenance. 

I, the authorized signer, understand that ADE and DIS will be making certifications on behalf of the Participant.  By signing this letter of agency, I make the following certifications:

(a) I certify that the schools or educational service cooperatives in the Participant’s district are all schools under the statutory definitions of elementary and secondary schools found in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, 20 U.S.C. §§ 7801(18) and (38), do not operate as for-profit businesses, and do not have endowments exceeding $50 million.
(b) I certify that the schools or educational service cooperatives in the Participant’s district have secured access separately or through this program, to all of the resources, including computers, training, software, internal connections, maintenance, and electrical capacity, necessary to use the services purchased effectively.  I recognize that some of the aforementioned resources are not eligible for support.  I certify that the entities I represent or the entities listed in this application have secured access to all of the resources to pay the discounted charges for eligible services from funds to which access has been secured in the current funding year.  I certify that the Billed Entity (Cooperative/District/School) will pay the non-discount portion of the cost of the goods and services to the service provider(s).

(c) I certify that the schools or educational service cooperatives in the Participant’s district are compliant, or will be compliant at the time funded services are provided, with the Children’s Internet Protection Act, Pub.L.106-554 (2000).
(d) I certify that the services the school or educational service cooperatives or district purchases at discounts provided by 47 U.S.C. Sec. 254 will be used solely for educational purposes and will not be sold, resold, or transferred in consideration for money or any other thing of value, except as permitted by the Commission’s rules at 47 C.F.R. Sec. 54.500(k). Additionally, I certify that the Billed Entity (Cooperative/District/School) has not received anything of value or a promise of anything of value, other than services and equipment requested under this form, from the service provider(s) or any representative or agent thereof or any consultant in connection with this request for services.
(e) I certify that the entities eligible for support that I am representing will retain copies of all documents related to E-rate applications and funding use for a period of ten years (or whatever retention period is required by the rules in effect at the time of certification) from the last date of service covered by this letter of agency.  I certify that if audited, I will make such records available to the Administrator (FCC or USAC).  Documents to be retained include, but are not limited to, E-rate forms, technology plans, discount rate support, competitive bids received, bid selection results, documentation required for CIPA compliance, inventory records, invoices, and payments.

(f)  I certify that the entities eligible for support that I am representing have complied with all applicable state and local laws regarding procurement of services for which support is being sought.

(g)  I certify that the Participant’s district or educational service cooperative has complied with all E-rate program rules, and I acknowledge that failure to do so may result in denial of discount funding and cancellation of funding commitments.
(h) I understand that the discount level used for shared services is conditional, for future years, upon ensuring that the most disadvantaged schools that are treated as sharing in the service receive an appropriate share of the benefits from those services.

(i)  I certify that no kickbacks were paid to anyone and understand that false statements on this form may be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act U.S.C. §§ 502.503(b), may subject me to a fine and imprisonment pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 1001, and may subject me to the civil remedies available under the False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C. §§ 3729 et seq.

(j) I certify that I am authorized to sign this Letter of Agency on behalf of the Participant that I have examined this letter, and that, to the best of my knowledge, information and belief, all information provided to ADE or DIS for E-rate submission or contained in this Letter is true and correct.
This certification for the E-Rate Program is effective for:

· Program Year 2016 (July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017);

· Program Year 2017 (July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018); and

· Program Year 2018 (July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019).

This certification in no way limits the abilities of entities of the Participant to file for a discount or refund pursuant to the E-rate program, or any other grants and programs on their own, nor does it abrogate any other rights and responsibilities of the Participant with the E-Rate Program.  

	Entity Name:
	

	*Authorized Signature:
	

	 Printed Name:
	

	Title:
	

	Date:
	

	**Entity Number:
	


*Signature shall be that of Superintendent or designee; or Educational Service Cooperative Director.
**Entity number is the number assigned to each district by the Schools & Libraries Division. One may determine a district’s entity number at: www.sl.universalservice.org/Utilities/BilledEntitySearch_Public.asp.
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