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DON’T CREATE FUEL FOR A FIRE THIS CHRISTMAS 
As we approach Christmas, it is impor-

tant to keep these simple tips in mind. 

The last thing you want to deal with is 

a fire during the holidays. Fires can be 

prevented and few easy steps could 

save your life! 

 

Trees: 

When buying a live tree, check for 

freshness - green needles, trunk 

sticky with resin, and few lost nee-

dles when tapped on the ground. 

Never place a fresh Christmas tree 

next to a heat source. Heat dries out trees and makes them easier to catch on fire. 

Keep your tree stand filled with water at all times. 

When the tree gets dry, get rid of it. Look for a recycling center near you. 

Never burn a Christmas tree or its branches in a fireplace or wood stove. 

When buying an artificial tree, look for the label "Fire Resistant" or "Flame Retardant." 

 

Lights, candles, and other decorations: 

Use only Underwriters Laboratories- or Intertek- (ETL) listed holiday lights. 

Check lights each year. Replace those with frayed or heavily kinked wires, gaps in insulation, or 

cracked sockets. 

When decorating outside, use only lights labeled for outdoor use. 

Do not link more than three strings of lights. 

Turn off holiday lights when you leave your home or go to bed. 

Use sturdy candle holders and place them where they're unlikely to be knocked over. 

Blow out candles before you leave your home or go to bed. 

Do not burn wrapping paper in the fireplace. 

 

Holiday Entertaining: 

When cooking for guests, stay in the kitchen and keep an eye on the stove. 

If you or your guests smoke, do it outside. 

Provide deep ashtrays for smokers. Before dumping ashes in the trash, soak them in water. 

After a party, check for ashes and butts on the floor and seat cushions where people were smoking. 

 

Holiday Fire Facts: 

Fire deaths are highest in the winter months. 

During the holiday season each year, fires injure about 2,600 people. 

Christmas trees are associated with 210 fires each year, resulting in 24 deaths, 27 injuries, and about 

$13 million in property losses. 

Holiday and other decorative lights cause about 240 fires each year. One fifth of these fires start in 

Christmas trees. 

Christmas Day is the peak day of the year for home candle fires. 

Source(s): http://www.usfa.fema.gov/citizens/home_fire_prev/holiday-seasonal/holiday.shtm 

http://www.myoptumhealth.com/portal/Information/item/Fireproof+Your+Holidays?

archiveChannel=Home%2FArticle&clicked=true 

http://www.usfa.fema.gov/citizens/home_fire_prev/holiday-seasonal/holiday.shtm
http://www.myoptumhealth.com/portal/Information/item/Fireproof+Your+Holidays?archiveChannel=Home%2FArticle&clicked=true
http://www.myoptumhealth.com/portal/Information/item/Fireproof+Your+Holidays?archiveChannel=Home%2FArticle&clicked=true
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=856&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=FT8HZhPQPmY-7M:&imgrefurl=http://bronx.ny1.com/content/ny1_living/consumer_watch/151625/pick-fresh-trees-to-avoid-christmas-blazes&docid=logG12Uhh7VzyM&imgurl=http://media.ny1.


Page 2 A C O O P  N E W S  

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr
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Source: http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/winter/beforestorm/supplylists.asp 

Source:%20http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/winter/beforestorm/supplylists.asp
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Slip Sliding Away: Driving on Icy Roads 

Source:%20http://www.weather.com/activities/driving/drivingsafety/drivingsafetytips/snow.html
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http://www.propanefl.com/safety_tips.htm
http://www.propanefl.com/brochures/brochure_hurricane_safety.pdf


www.dis.arkansas.gov/security/Pages/

ContinuityofOperationsProgram.aspx 

WE ARE ON THE WEB! 

Arkansas Continuity of Operations Program Training Schedule 

COOP Continuity Concepts 

This training will discuss the methodology and state 
standards for Continuity of Operations and Disaster 
Recovery planning in Arkansas. The course will also 
train new users on the software tool that is used to  
create continuity plans. All classes: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 
DIS Training Room 

January 5, 26 

February 16, 23 

March 8, 22 

Arkansas State Library, Bessie Moore Room 

January 18 

February 15 

March13 

Additional courses are offered throughout the state. 
Please check the ACOOP training calendar on the DIS 
website at http://www.dis.arkansas.gov/newsroom/
Pages/events.aspx 

Test Training & Exercise 

Testing your plans is important to the safety of your 
agency. Learn how to create effective exercises 

that will help get everyone involved. 

 
DIS Training Room 

January 12  9 a.m.-12 p.m.  

To register for this training please call  

1-855-620-2812 or email 

sammy.hugen@arkansas.gov or  

kourtney.mcbride@arkansas.gov.  

Get It Done, COOP Planning Workday 

Please make sure your employees are uploaded to your plan 
prior to the class.  Bring any portion of your plan and we will 
step through adding data to the system. To obtain an upload 

template, please contact the ACOOP team.  

DIS Training Room 

February 9 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

To register for this training please call  

1-855-620-2812 or email  

sammy.hugen@arkansas.gov or  

kourtney.mcbride@arkansas.gov.  

 

 

Quarterly Planners Meeting 

January 20  

4th Floor Conference Room 

MAC building 

1-2:30 p.m. 

COOP Workshop  
 

Need an afternoon to work on your COOP plan with some guidance? Workshops are held after every class 
session, from 1-4 p.m., in the DIS training room. To register or ask about the location of these classes  

contact the ACOOP team at 1-855-620-2812. 
Unless noted otherwise, all training sessions are held in the  

MAC Building, #1 Capitol Mall, DIS 3rd floor training room. We are available by appointment to help you with 
your plans individually and we can customize training to fit the needs of your agency or district. 

Cancellations: Due to the demand of courses please notify the ACOOP team 24 hours prior to the class if  
you are unable to attend for any reason. 
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