
ENHANCEMENT/IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

CHILD CARE 
ORIENTATION 
TRAINING

Number of Persons Enrolled 1,394 1,585

G d il bl id f h h f i d li h

Number of Sites Providing Training 57 57 57 57
Number of Classes 85 93 110 120

2,069 2,028
Percentage of Persons Completing 
the 10 Modules 61% 74% 77% 75%
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THE QUALITY PERSPECTIVE

The Program Support Unit within the Division is in a unique position of providing supportive services to child care
providers, families and Division staff. The unit provides development services to child care programs, staff and
parents through several methods. Developing and implementing new programs for young children includes
expanding current operating programs and improving all early care and education child care programs. The
professional development activities include training and technical assistance services that encourage and ensure
quality child care services for young children. The professional and program development activities are inherent to
supporting expansion of quality child care for Arkansas children.  Specific program activities include:

BASIC ORIENTATION COURSE FOR CHILD CARE STAFF/CHILD CARE ORIENTATION TRAINING (CCOT)
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*Training grants for fiscal year '07 - '08 were limited to two (2) participants per licensed program.

*Grants were placed on hold from March '07 - June '07

TRAINING GRANTS*

Training grants are available to assist providers in accessing training for CPR and Red Cross Health and Safety
training. CPR training is required for licensure and this grant assists providers in paying for this required training.
There were five hundred five (505) programs with nine hundred forty four (944) staff participants who accessed
CPR/Red Cross training through support from the DCC&ECE.

ENHANCEMENT 
GRANTS

Percentage of Grants approved 81% 83%

Percentage of Approved Grants Which Are 
Used to Correct Licensing Deficiencies 
(Outdoor, Indoor, eg.)

62% 61% 60% 38%

(297) (324) (242) (115)

Percentage of Denied Applications Which 
Are Due to Incomplete Immunization Audits

83% 83% 84% 64%
(91) (86) (42) (47)

Percentage of Grants Denied 19% 17% 12% 20%
Applications Denied (109) (105) (50) (73)

88% 80%
Applications Approved (474) (527) (402) (297)

In 2007-2008, total grants awarded of $465,720 affected the care of 15,556 children in licensed child care settings.  

PROGRAM PROGRAM MEASUREMENTS 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07* 2007-08

Grants are made available to providers for the purchase of equipment, materials and supplies to enhance program
quality and assist with maintaining licensing standards. Providers must demonstrate age-appropriate immunizations
for all children in care to qualify for grants.  
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Approved CDA Institutions 29 29 29 30

559

Total CDA’s in State 4,297 4,673 5,211 7,408

CDA 
SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM

Number of Scholarships Awarded 640 641 595 379
Number of New CDA’s in State 
(Assessments)

617 376 376

In 2000, Arkansas implemented an approval procedure for institutions and instructors of Child Development
Associate (CDA) coursework. Institutions submit verification of specific criteria to ensure that CDA courses offer high
quality instruction for CDA students. Currently there are 30 approved institutions with 92 approved instructors. The
approved CDA institutions have adopted three CDA common courses to ensure consistency and to encourage
articulation agreements throughout the higher education system.

Arkansas currently has a total of 7,408 persons with the Child Development Associate Credential. This total includes
all persons in Arkansas that hold the CDA Credential and not just those in receipt of scholarship assistance.
Previous years have not reflected the entire count.

PROGRAM MEASUREMENTS 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08
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CDA SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarships are made available to individuals working in child care programs to assist in training which leads to
certification under the Child Development Associate Credential. This nationally recognized credential provides a
practicum for child care workers and assists them in improving the learning environment for children in care.
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TOTAL PRACTITIONERS 6,830 8,608 13,817
TOTAL TRAINERS 735 860 976

BASIC Awareness 384 463 3,867
Orientation 5,591 7,065 8,246

137 204 267
Technical 14 22 34

INTERMEDIATE

Credential 366 428 482
Certificate 20 28 33

Endorsement

84 100 123
Doctorate 5 2 5

ADVANCED

Associate 52 73 92
Baccalaureate 177 223 264

Masters

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The Arkansas Early Childhood Professional Development System (AECPDS) was developed and guildelines were
promulgated in 2004. The purpose of the system is to create a coordinated system of professional development for
early care and education providers in Arkansas. The implementation of the system was made possible through five
working committees with the oversight of a steering committee. An evaluation of the system was completed
September 2007 with recommendations for improving the competency areas, the three registries, the career lattice
and to include on-going work with higher education. The Practioner Register now has 13,817 participants the Trainer
Registry has 976 verified trainers.  (Website:  http://www.professionalregistry.astate.edu)

The Arkansas Early Childhood Professional Development Registry tracks practitioners and trainers in an effort to
track increase in training and education levels and to ensure quality educational opportunities. 

Training / Educational Training / Educational Levels June 2006 April 2007 June 2008

Approved CDA Institutions 29 29 29 30
Approved CDA Instructors 82 93 89 92
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PRE-K ELLA/FRAMEWORK/INDEX

School-age Child Care Credential School-age Quality Awareness
Social/Emotional Development Training & Technical Assistance Program
Welcome the Children

Mentor Endorsement NAP SACC
Nutrition Parenting Classes
Program Administrator Orientation/Credential PreK ELLA

Grant Writing Guiding Children Successfully
Healthy Hearts Making 1st Experiences Count
Math/Science Mental Health-Early Intervention

Early Care Professionals Early Childhood Health Initiative
Family Day Care Home Prof Dev Family Friendly Employer Initiative
Fit Kids Frameworks

CCOT Child Care Curriculum Endorsement
Child Care Specialist Certificate Directors Mentor Quality Initiative
Directors Orientation Early Care and Education

Adventures for Toddlers AR Early Childhood Prof Dev Registry
Basic Computer Classes Best Care/Best Care Connected
Business/Small Business Caregiver Certificate
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES CONT.
Development and Training Activities include:

4H After School ABC Monitoring/Evaluation

DCCECE-7
Classes 229

Graduates 2,256
% Completion 66%

INDEX (Investigation, Discovery and Exploration) is a newly developed professional development opportunity
focusing on math and science benchmarks.   

INDEX Classes from July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008
2007-08

Enrolled 3,435

Graduates 1,081
% Completion 91%
Classes 66

Framework Classes provide a foundation for early care providers in the Early Care Framework, Benchmarks,
Strategies, Activities and Development of Curriclum related to the Framework and Kindergarten Readiness. This
training also addresses observation and assessment of young children.                                                                          

Framework Classes from July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008
2007-08

Enrolled 1,188

% Completion 6% 74% 58% 84%
Classes 26 63 65 86

Enrolled 888 1,437 1,195 1,545
Graduates 49 1,066 688 1,295

Pre-K Early Learning Literacy in Arkansas is designed to provide guidance to early childhood educators with
strategies and techniques in delivering balanced literacy opportunities that provide a strong foundation for school and
life success to young children in Arkansas. DCC&ECE contracts with 14 other agencies, including the University of
Arkansas at Fayetteville who coordinates the training.                                                                                                      

Pre-K Ella Classes from March 1, 2004 - June 30, 2008
2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08
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GRAND TOTAL 1,249 1,479 2,145 2,129

ARKANSAS CHILD CARE FACILITIES LOAN GUARANTEE FUND

Quality Approval / Quality Initiative Monitoring / TA 379 380 1010 690
Technical Assistance Workshops 46 55 105 501

Training / TA 412 522 515 523
ABC / Even Start Monitoring  / TA 412 522 515 415

ARKANSAS CHILDREN’S PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR ORIENTATION (NEW DIRECTOR’S ORIENTATION)

The Orientation provides a comprehensive (18) eighteen hour training program for all new directors of child care
centers and is a licensure requirement. The topics in this series of trainings assist center directors in fulfilling his/her
administrative duties. Topics (which are divided into three (3) days of training) include: effective organizational
management; effective supervision; family and community relations; basics of legal and financial management;
staffing for success; program development; professional development; and effective communication. During the past
year, eighty-six (86) classess at eighteen (18) different sites were held with 426 directors attending.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Technical assistance is available by self-referral or referral from the licensing office to all child care programs in the
state. Childhood Services, affiliated with Arkansas State University, has established a group of early childhood
professionals to offer this assistance at no charge to providers.  

TYPE OF T/TA VISITS 2004-2005 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08
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AEDC Number of Projects Approved/Funded 5 4 4 2
Number of Projects Completed 5 4 4 3

DCC&ECE and AEDC have a working partnership to assist in the development of quality child care programs in
Arkansas. DCC&ECE provides the pre-application review for AEDC to determine the viability of potential child care
projects. AEDC provides grant funding for construction or renovation of child care facilities, which will serve a
majority of low to moderate-income children. These grants are available only to city or county governments. Funding
available to support these construction/renovation grants was decreased during the 07-08 SFY to $720,000 and with
increased construction costs, the number of projects recommended has decreased.

PROGRAM PROGRAM MEASUREMENTS 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

Total Guarantee Applications $43,810.00 $90,000.00 $90,000.00 $205,000.00

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PARTNERSHIP WITH ARKANSAS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION

Total Defaults none none none none
Capital Reduction (Accrued Interest
Applied Before Capital is Accessed)

$-0- $-0- $-0- $-0-

Current Total of Loans Guaranteed $57,000.00 $198,000.00 $198,000.00 $223,000.00
Participating Financial Institutions 3 3 3 4

Guarantee Fund Investment $433,943.85 $441,441.90 $433,920.22 $425,430.14
Current Total Guarantees in Place
(Fund Exposure)

$65,000.00 $70,000.00 $70,000.00 $90,000.00

Loan grantees are made to assist with the development of new facilities or expansion of existing facilities, particularly
in low-income, rural areas that demonstrate a need for additional quality child care. Guarantees are available to a
maximum of $25,000 and may be used for operating capital, as well as capital outlay.

PROGRAM Oct. 1, 2005 Oct. 1, 2006 July 1, 2007 July 1, 2008
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CHILD CARE 
RESOURCE

Number of Requests State-wide 640 45

North West 1,479 1,872 1,595 3,513
North East 1 139 272 232 693

23 54
North Central 341 370 337 1,705

CHILD CARE RESOURCE AND REFERRAL CENTER
Parents can access information on all licensed/registered child care homes and centers by accessing the DCC&ECE
web site at: http://www.arkansas.gov/childcare/ or through the 1-800-445-3316 line. All licensed and registered
homes and centers are included in the referral database. This web site also includes information on all services
available throughout the division, including information for parents on selecting child care programs. Local Child
Care Resource and Referral Agencies (CCR&R) continue to operate and support parental access and business
involvement in early care issues both locally and on a statewide basis.  

PROGRAM PROGRAM MEASUREMENTS 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

PROGRAM MEASUREMENTS 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08
Visitors to Arkansas Child Care Resource Center
(ACCRC) 478 500 515 547
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CHILD CARE RESOURCE CENTER

The Child Care Resource Center is a lending library and resource center for child care providers throughout the
state. All licensed and registered child care providers may apply for a user card and will receive a catalog of
resources available. The resource center is available for use by providers for training and staff development
activities
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SCHOOL READINESS INDICATORS

The UALR Children's Data Center/Institute for Economic Advancement continues to gather and track school
readiness indicators and provides trend data for policy planning. The ability to establish trend data that informs our 

**Report covers March 14, 2008 through June 30, 2008

 INITIATIVES

NGA GOVERNOR'S SUMMIT ON EXTRA LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

* R&R established in 2006.

RESOURCE 
AND 
REFERRAL

The Arkansas Out of School Network (AOSN) continues to expand and increase collaboration and partnerships 

Internet Usage for R & R 1,569,712 2,398,967 2,766,860 11,107**
New Provider Kits Inquiries 600 739 247 388

Central Arkansas 170 229 299 1,277
South East N/A 12* 25 1095

North East 1,139 272 232 693
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Source:  Program Support Unit
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