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Topic of Study – Air and Wind

Introduction

Children have experiences with air every day. Air is all around them, but they can’t see it.
However, they can see the effects of wind, which is air in motion. Children feel the wind
blowing against their bodies. They hear the leaves rustling in the trees as the wind blows
through them. Many children have played with balloons. They have blown soap bubbles.
Some have watched with delight as they see a kite soaring in the air. Children are
experiencing air and wind through their senses.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Balloons are excellent examples of air and wind.
However, because balloons rank as one of the highest choking hazards for young
children, we recommend that balloons NOT be used with preschool children at
home or in the classroom!

Big Ideas

Here are three big ideas about air and wind that you can help children explore:

 Air is all around us, we just can’t see it.

 Wind is air in motion. We can see, hear, and feel the impact of wind.

 Wind is good for many things such as flying kites, blowing bubbles, drying clothes,
and moving sailboats

Materials to
Collect and

Make

 Pictures of windy scenes such as blowing bubbles, flying kites, leaves blowing,
sailboats (laminate or cover with clear adhesive to preserve)

 Chart sheet, marker board or chalk board and markers and chalk
 Children’s books about wind and air:

The Wind Blew by Pat Hutchins
Bubble Bubble by Mercer Mayer
Gilberto and the Wind by Marie Hall Ets

 Felt or magnetic board
 Storytelling Figures for the book, The Wind Blew: (See Attachment: The Wind

Blew)
 Clothesline (6 feet long)
 Clothes pins (spring type)
 Hand held fans from paper or cardboard, Oriental fans
 Bubble wands or plastic rings from a six pack of drinks
 Plastic squirt bottles (empty catsup, mustard or detergent dispensers that have

been cleaned)
 Small, clear plastic bottles, one per child
 Collection of scarves
 Shells and/or small stones for wind chimes (drill holes in them)
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Resources

 Check with your local library for the availability of children’s books.

 Children’s books can be purchased online, from school supply catalogs or local
bookstores.

Introducing
and

Concluding
the Topic

Introduction: Finding out what children know about air and wind

Benchmarks: 3.5 Understands that print conveys a message
5.8 Participates in group discussion

To introduce the topic of “Air and Wind,” you need to know what children already know
about the topic. This allows you to build on your children’s experiences. It also helps
create an interest in the topic. Here’s how to begin:

 Gather the children in a group. Say, “For the next few days we’re going to be
learning about air and wind.”

 Write on chart paper, chalk board or marker board the words “Air and Wind”
 Invite children to tell you things they already know about air and wind. You may

have to ask questions to stimulate their thinking: questions such as “Have you
ever seen the wind?” “How can you tell if the wind is blowing?”

 Make a list of all the things children know about air and wind.
 Review the list with them and say, “You already know a lot of things about air and

wind and we’ll find out even more.”
 Keep the list until you have completed the topic of study.

_____________________________________________________________________
Conclusion: Finding out what children have learned about air and wind

 Gather the children in a group at the conclusion of the study about air and wind.
 Write on chart paper, chalk board or marker board “Things We Learned about Air

and Wind.”
 Invite children to tell you some things they have learned about air and wind. You

may have to ask prompt questions such as, “What are some things that wind can
do?”

 Make a list of all the things children learned about air and wind.
 Read the first list you made with the children. Then say, “Here are some new

things you found out about air and wind” and read today’s list with the children.

Reading
Books with

Children

Benchmarks: 3.1 Shows enjoyment of books and stories and discussion of them

Book #1: The Wind Blew by Pat Hutchins, author and illustrator

First Reading of The Wind Blew
 Prepare to read the book, The Wind Blew.
 Show cover; give title, author and illustrator. (Explain that author is the person

who writes the book and the illustrator is the person who draws the pictures)
 Ask children to look at cover and predict what story is about.
 Read the story so all children can see the pictures in the book.
 Follow up with questions such as: “How do you think the people felt when the

wind blew all their things away?” “Have you ever had the wind blow anything
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away from you?” Allow each child who wants a turn a brief time to discuss their
experiences with the wind.

_______________________________________________________________________

Second Reading of The Wind Blew
 Show cover, give title, author and illustrator.
 Read the story so all children can see the pictures in the book.
 Follow up the second reading by asking children to name the objects on each

page that the wind blew. Point to the objects as children name them, always
starting at the left and moving to the right.

________________________________________________________________________

Third Reading of The Wind Blew
 Show cover. Invite children to recall the title of the book. Give author and

illustrator.
 Read the story so all children can see the pictures in the book.
 Follow up the third reading by showing one page at a time and asking questions

to get children to notice the picture on the page as a way to predict what will
happen on the next page. Here are examples of how to ask the questions:

Page 1: “What is the wind going to blow?” (umbrella)
Turn the page: “What is the wind going to blow next?” (balloon)
Turn the page: “What is the wind going to blow next?” (hat)

 Continue with this activity until all of the objects have blown into the air.
 Conclude the activity by showing the children the last two pages where the objects

are mixed up and thrown down. Ask children, “Did everyone get back what the
wind blew away from them?” Allow them to look at the last page and discuss what
they see.

_______________________________________________________________________
Book #2: Gilberto and the Wind by Marie Hall Ets, author and illustrator

First Reading of Gilberto and the Wind
 Prepare to read the book, Gilberto and the Wind.
 Show cover; give title, author and illustrator. (Explain that author is the person

who writes the book and the illustrator is the person who draws the pictures.)
 Say to the children, “The boy on the cover of the book is Gilberto. The story is

about Gilberto and the wind. Why do you think Gilberto is holding on to his hat?”
 Accept all of children’s answers and say, “Let’s read and find out more about

Gilberto and the wind.”
 Read the story so all children can see the pictures in the book.
 Read the book with expression. When you read that the wind whispers, whisper

the words. When you come to the last page, read the words in a quiet and “tired”
voice.

 Follow up with questions such as, “Why do you think the wind and Gilberto were
tired?” What were some things they did that made them tired?” “Do you think the
wind can talk to you like it did to Gilberto?” “If the wind could talk to you, what do
you think it would say?”

_______________________________________________________________________
Second Reading of Gilberto and the Wind

 Show cover, give title, author and illustrator.
 Read the story so all children can see the pictures in the book.
 Follow up the second reading by showing each page and asking children to

describe what Gilberto and the wind are doing on that page.
 Invite children to share some experiences they have had with the wind;

experiences such as flying kites, blowing bubbles, and sailing sailboats.
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Book #3: Bubble Bubble by Mercer Mayer, author and illustrator

First Reading of Bubble Bubble
 Prepare to read the book Bubble Bubble
 Show cover; give title, author and illustrator. (Explain that author is the person

who writes the book and the illustrator is the person who draws the pictures.)
 Ask children to look at the cover and predict what the story is about.
 Read story so all children can see the pictures in the book.
 Follow up by asking children questions such as, “Have you ever seen bubbles like

the ones in the book?” “Why do you think they were called magic bubbles?”
Accept children’s answers. Help them understand that magic is something we
can’t explain. Magic is something that just happens.

_______________________________________________________________________

Second Reading of Bubble Bubble
 Show cover, give title, author and illustrator.
 Read the story so all children can see the pictures in the book.
 Follow up the second reading by showing the title page with the boy inside the

bubble. Ask children, “How do you think the boy got in the bubble?” “What do
you think it would feel like to be inside a bubble?” “How do you think the boy will
get out of the bubble?”

_______________________________________________________________________

Third Reading of Bubble Bubble
 Show cover. Invite children to recall the title Give author and illustrator.
 Read the story so all children can see the pictures in the book.
 Follow up the third reading by reviewing each page with the children and inviting

them to help tell what is happening on each page.
 Invite the children to name the different objects that appear in the bubbles.
 Ask the children what happens when the bubble snake comes after the boy; when

the bubble cat comes after the boy, and when the bubble elephant comes after
the boy.

 Show the last page and ask children where they think the bubble monster came
from.

Additional Benchmark: 5.9 Uses language to problem solve

Additional
Books

How Does the Wind Walk? By Nancy Carlstrom

A Letter to Amy by Ezra Jack Keats

Catch the Wind by Gail Gibbons
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Language
Materials

and
Activities

Benchmarks: 3.1 Shows enjoyment of books and stories and discussion of them

Storytelling Figures: The Wind Blew
 Make storytelling figures for the book The Wind Blew. Copy on cardstock and

color the figures. Cut out on dotted lines and laminate or cover the figures with
clear adhesive for durability.

 Hang a clothesline in the area where you will tell the story. Use two chairs as the
end posts.

 Have a basket of spring type clothespins near by.
 Sit behind the clothesline to tell the story. Clip the appropriate figure of the object

that the wind blew to the clothesline as you name it. Clip the objects to the line
from the children’s left to right.

 Allow children to take turns clipping the figures to the line as you tell the story.
 Consider hanging the clothesline in the library area if space allows. Locate it so

that it is out of the line of traffic.
 Place the story figures and the basket of clothespins near the line.
 Place the book, The Wind Blew, in the library/book area so children can refer to it.
 Review with the children the correct way to use the story figures.
 Spend time in the library/book area helping children use the story figures correctly.

________________________________________________________________________
Benchmarks: 5.6 Uses words to communicate ideas and feelings

5.8 Participates in group discussion
3.5 Understands that print conveys a message

3.20 Uses senses to learn about the characteristics of the
environment and to collect data (scientific process: observing)

Take a Wind Walk
 Choose a day when the wind is blowing to take a wind walk.
 Read the story The Wind Blew or Gilberto and the Wind before going on the walk.

Discuss some things the wind did in the story.
 Tell the children they are going to go on a walk to learn more about the wind.
 Ask the children “What are some things you might see the wind do?” Tell them

they will have to use their eyes and their ears on the walk.
 Return to the classroom, gather the children in a group, and involve them in

discussing what they saw or heard that told them the wind was blowing.
 Write “Our Wind Walk” on a chart pad, chalk or marker board. Record their

comments about what they saw or heard.
 Read their comments back to them.
Examples of comments might be: “We saw the leaves blowing in the tree.” “We
saw paper blowing across the street” “We saw the clouds moving.” “We felt the wind
blowing our hair.”
 Allow the children to draw pictures to illustrate their story.

Benchmarks: 5.1 Demonstrates phonological awareness (hearing and recognizing
the sounds of language

5.5 Participates in songs, finger plays, rhyming activities, and games

Bubble Chant

Bubbles bubbles everywhere
Gently floating through the air,

Bouncing up and down without a care.
Bubbles bubbles everywhere.
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Bubbles, Bubbles, Bubbles!

Bubbles, bubbles way up high!
Bubbles, bubbles in the sky.

Bubbles, bubbles way down low.
Bubbles, bubbles on my toe.
Bubbles, bubbles in the air.

Bubbles, bubbles everywhere.
________________________________________________________________________

The Air Chant

Air is around me everywhere;
I breathe it in and breathe it out

Through my nose and through my mouth
‘cause air is around me everywhere

 Say the chant a few times until the children know the words.
 Say the chant while you clap in time to the words.
 Give the children rhythm sticks and say the chant while you play the sticks in time

to the words.

Wind Chant
(Chant or sing – clap hands and pat knees in time to the chant)

The wind will make the leaves blow, the leaves blow, the leaves blow.
The wind will make the leaves blow
All day long.

The wind will make the kites fly, the kites fly, the kites fly.
The wind will make the kites fly
All day long.

The wind will make the bubbles bounce, bubbles bounce, bubbles bounce.
The wind will make the bubbles bounce
All day long.

The wind will make the trees sway, the trees sway, the trees sway.
The wind will make the trees sway
All day long.

The wind will make the clouds move, the clouds move, the clouds move.
The wind will make the clouds move
All day long.

The wind will make the boats sail, the boats sail, the boats sail.
The wind will make the boats sail
All day long.

Teacher Note: Make up additional verses and invite children to add verses. The idea is
to help children see how the wind makes things move.
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Dancing Leaves

Leaves are floating softly down. (Move arms in up and down motion.)
They make a carpet on the ground.
Then, swish, the wind comes whistling by, (Move arms from one side to the other)
And sends them dancing to the sky. ((Let hands flutter up into the air)
_______________________________________________________________________

The Wind

The wind came out to play one day.
He swept the clouds out of his way; (Make sweeping motion with arms)
He blew the leaves and away they flew. (Make fluttering motions with fingers)
The trees bent low, and their branches did, too. (Life arms and lower them)
The wind blew the great big ships at sea (Repeat sweeping motions)
The wind blew my kite away from me.
_______________________________________________________________________

Wind Tricks

The wind is full of tricks today, (Make sweeping motion with one hand for wind.)
He blew my daddy’s hat away. (Pretend to sweep hat off head)
He chased our paper down the street, (One hand chases other around.)
He almost blew us off our feet. (Almost fall)
He makes the trees and bushes dance. (With raised arms, make dancing motions.)
Just listen to him howl and prance. (Cup hand to ear)
_______________________________________________________________________

The Bubble Song
(Sing to the tune of Ten Little Indians)

1 little, 2 little, 3 little bubbles (Hold up correct number of fingers)
4 little, 5 little, 6 little bubbles
7 little, 8 little, 9 little bubbles
10 little bubbles go pop, pop, pop.

Pop those, pop those, pop those bubbles
Pop those, pop those, pop those bubbles
Pop those, pop those, pop those bubbles
10 little bubbles go pop, pop, pop.

 Ask children to hold up the correct number of fingers as they sing the first verse.
 Sing the song through until the children know the words. This can be done over a

period of time.

Teacher Note: Ask the children to clap once each time they sing the word “pop” in the
second verse.

The Wild Wind

I went walking one windy day,
The wind was blowing the leaves away.

I watched the leaves swirl all over the place
While the wind blew my hair right in my face,

I listened to the wind howl and wail,
That wild and windy gusty gale.
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Science /
Discovery
and Math

Benchmarks: 3.20 Uses senses to learn about the characteristics of the
environment and to collect data (scientific process: observing)

3.23 Shows awareness of cause-effect relationships
5.9 Uses language to problem solve

Activity: Swirling Confetti

 Collect small clear plastic bottles, one per child. Make sure bottle is dry
inside.

 Make confetti by using a hole punch to punch out circles from different colors
of paper

 Prepare the bottles for this activity by inserting a funnel into the opening and
pouring a small amount of confetti into each bottle.

 Have each child practice blowing on his or her own hand.
 Give each child his or her own straw and explain that they are not to share

their straw with anyone else.
 Explain the difference in blowing air through the straw and sucking air in

through the straw like they do when they are drinking through a straw.
 Have children put a hand in front of the end of the straw and practice blowing

through the straw. Tell them that they should be able to feel the air on their
hand.

 Ask children to predict what will happen to the confetti when they blow into
their bottles.

 Invite children to blow into their bottles and encourage them to observe what
happens to the confetti.

 Ask children why the confetti moved when they blew into the bottle. Where
did the air come from? Could they see the air? Accept their answers. (Breath
is air in motion)

 Collect the straws from the children and throw them away.

Teacher Note: Make 6 to 8 holes in the straw with a straight pin to prevent children from
sucking the solution through the straw.
_______________________________________________________________________
Activity: What’s in the Bag?

 Put small square pieces of tissue paper in zip lock bags. (one per child)
 Put a straw in each bag and zip the bag shut.
 Have the children blow the bag full of air and see what happens to the tissue

paper.
 Ask children what they observed as they did this experiment. What caused the

tissue paper to move?

Teacher Note: Label each child’s bag so that children can do this activity at the
Science/Discovery table, for example. Children are to keep straws in their individual bags.
_______________________________________________________________________
Activity: Air Pushers

 Collect empty plastic catsup, mustard or detergent dispensers that squirt air when
pushed. Make sure the dispensers have been thoroughly cleaned.

 Place small items such as feathers, cotton balls, pieces of tissue paper, and
Styrofoam packing chips inside a circle of masking tape or a hula-hoop on the
floor or on a table.

 Let the children use the squirt dispensers and take turns trying to squirt the items
out of the circle.
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Activity: Air Sacks

 Provide each child with a small lunch-size paper bag.
 Invite children to blow into the bags and see what happens. Ask questions such

as what makes the bags expand”? (air) Can they see the air? How do they think
they can keep the air in the bag?

_______________________________________________________________________

Activity: Making Kites

 Trace circles (1 foot in diameter) on paper grocery sacks or butcher paper, 1 per
child.

 Invite the children to cut out the circles and decorate them with crayons or
markers.

 Provide thin streamers (1 foot long) of tissue paper.
 Let the children glue the streamers on the circle and allow to dry.
 Punch two holes in the circle and insert a string.
 Take the children and their kites outside and let them run with their circle.
 Return to the classroom and involve the children in discussing what happened

with the streamers as they ran with them.
 Ask children what make their streamers ripple in the breeze. (air)

Additional Benchmarks: 2.10 Explores and manipulates art media
4.6 Coordinates eye and hand movements to complete

tasks
_______________________________________________________________________
Activity: Windsocks

 Give each child a small lunch-size paper bag to decorate with markers, crayons,
or collage materials. Write children’s names, or have them write own name on
individual bags.

 Help children cut the bottoms off the bags.
 Punch two holes in the tops of the bag and help children put yarn or string through

the holes to make a hanger for the windsock.
 Have children glue or tape streamers to the opposite end of their windsock.
 Hang the windsocks outside your classroom window so children can watch their

windsocks blow in the breeze.

Teacher Note: Consider letting children take their windsocks home and hang outside a
window.

Additional Benchmarks: 2.10 Explores and manipulates art media
4.6 Coordinates eye and hand movements to complete

tasks
______________________________________________________________________
Activity: Wind Chimes

 Collect shells or small stones and drill holes in them.
 Involve the children in pulling strings through the holes (tape the ends of the string

so children can put through holes)
 Make wind chimes by hanging the shells or stones on a stick or dowel rod.
 Hang the wind chimes either in the classroom (where air will blow them) or

outdoors.
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Activity: Drying Clothes

 Choose a sunny and windy day and allow children to wash doll clothes in a small
plastic tub before going outdoors.

 Help them wring excess water out of the clothes.
 Allow children to hang the clothes on the playground fence.
 Ask children what they think will happen to the clothes. Accept all answers.

Some will probably say the clothes will dry.
 Invite the children to check periodically on the clothes to see what is happening.

Were their predictions correct?
 Take the clothes indoors when they have dried.
 Ask children what dried the clothes. (air and temperature of the sun)

_______________________________________________________________________
Activity: Wind Detectors

 Provide a dowel rod (18 inches long), thin string, tissue paper, writing paper,
aluminum foil, thin cardboard, thick cardboard and a hole punch.

 Allow children to cut strips (1”x 4”) from each type of paper and foil.
 Punch a hole in one end of each strip.
 Let children help put a piece of string (4”long) through the holes.
 Tie the strips along the rod, with the lightest at the top and the heaviest at the

bottom.
 Take the wind detector outside to see how hard the wind is blowing.
 Ask the children to observe which piece of paper is moving. Why do they think

some pieces are moving more than others? (A breeze will move only the tissue
while a strong wind will move the heavier cardboard).

Additional Benchmark: 4.6 Coordinates eye and hand movements to complete task
tasks

_______________________________________________________________________

Benchmarks: 1.1 Demonstrates ability to make choices
3.5 Understands that print conveys a message

3.15 Demonstrates an understanding of addition and subtraction;
using manipulatives

5.8 Participates in group discussion

Activity: My Favorite Book about Air and Wind

 Create a chart as follows

6
5
4
3
2
1

The Wind Blew Gilberto and the Wind Bubble Bubble
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 Gather the children together and explain to them that they are going to vote on
their favorite book about air and wind.

 Show them the three featured books, The Wind Blew, Gilberto and the Wind, and
Bubble Bubble.

 Involve the children in a brief discussion about the main points of each book.
 Provide each child his or her name card
 Allow each child to vote for his or her favorite book by placing name card in the

appropriate column.
 Involve the children in counting the number of names in each column. Discuss

which column has the most names and which column has the least names.

6
5 Jonathan
4 James Miguel
3 Kennedi Trude Juan
2 Sam Maria Sarah
1 Ashley Elizabeth Jackson

The Wind Blew Gilberto and the Wind Bubble Bubble

 Write a summary story on a chart sheet or marker board summarizing the vote.

Our Favorite Book about Air and Wind

Five children like The Wind Blew. Three children like Gilberto and the
Wind. Four children like Bubble Bubble.

_______________________________________________________________________
Kazoos

 Gather empty toilet paper tubes, 6” square sheets of wax paper, and rubber
bands, one per child.

 Help the children make the kazoos as follows:
Wrap the wax paper around the end of the toilet paper tube.
Secure the wax paper with a rubber band.

 Invite children to blow their kazoos. Ask what they think is causing the special
sound they hear. (air passing through the tube)

 Suggest that children hum a tune into their kazoo.

Teacher Note: Write each child’s name on their kazoo and remind children to only blow
their own kazoos.
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Food/
Nutrition

Experience

Benchmarks: 4.3 Tries new foods before deciding whether he/she likes them
3.15 Demonstrates an understanding of number (how many) and

numeral (3 is a numeral) relationship
3.23 Shows awareness of cause-effect relationships

4.6 Coordinates eye-hand movements to complete task

Activity: Making Fluff (Individual activity)
 Gather the following: one small cup per child, one teaspoon per child for stirring,

tablespoons (measuring), whipped topping, vanilla or lemon instant pudding,
vanilla yogurt and canned and drained fruit in natural juices.

 Make an illustrated recipe chart that lists steps for making Fluff

Making Fluff
Step 1. Measure 2 tablespoons of whipped topping and pour into a small cup
Step 2. Measure 2 tablespoons of instant pudding and pour into cup
Step 3. Measure 2 tablespoons of vanilla yogurt and pour into cup.
Step 4. Stir all together gently.
Step 5. Measure 2 tablespoons canned fruit and stir into mixture.
Step 4. Eat the Fluff

Teacher Note: Allow the children to do as much of this food experience as possible.
Guide them as they measure the two tablespoons of ingredients and stir.

Teacher Note: Teachers and children should always wash hands before participating in a
food experience.

Movement/
Physical

Education

Benchmark: 4.9 Freely participates in gross motor activities

Activity: Let’s Be the Wind

 Gather the children in a group and read a book such as The Wind Blew or Gilberto
and the Wind.

 Give each child a crepe paper streamer or ribbon stick about two feet long.
 Tell children they will pretend they are the wind.
 Allow enough space for children to move while twirling streamers.
 Invite children to wave the streamers in front of them, to one side, to the other

side, and over their heads.
 Encourage them by saying, “Wind, blow high in the air. Wind blow down to the

ground. Wind, twirl around and around. Be a gentle wind, be a strong wind.
Wind, settle down, down to the ground.”

Teacher Note: This last direction, “Wind settle down, down to the ground”, will be a way
to wind down the activity and have children sitting.
_______________________________________________________________________
Activity: Chasing Bubbles

 Involve children in making bubble soap mix. Allow them to measure and gently
mix the following ingredients:

Bubble Soap
1 teaspoon glycerin
½ cup liquid detergent
½ cup of water

Teacher Note: For best results, let the mixture sit overnight before taking outdoors to
blow bubbles
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 Take the bubble-blowing supplies outside on a windy day and let the wind make
the bubbles.

 Allow children turns being bubble blowers and bubble chasers.

Teacher Note: Chasing bubbles is a good gross motor activity.

Additional Benchmark: 4.11 Runs, jumps, hops and skips
_______________________________________________________________________

Activity: Tossing Scarves in the Air
 Provide a collection of scarves, one per child, stored in a container such as a

basket.
 Invite two children at time to select a scarf from the basket and name the color of

scarf they chose.
 Ask children to hold hands and form a circle, then drop hands and take two steps

back.
 Demonstrate and explain throwing and catching a scarf.

“Hold the scarf in your hand and down to your side.”
“With an underhand motion, raise your arm and throw the scarf into the air.”
“Throw hard so your scarf goes high.”
“Now reach out and catch the scarf.”

 Allow children to practice throwing and catching scarves.
 Assist children who may be having difficulty throwing the scarf.
 Ask children, two at a time, to return scarves to the basket.
 Practice throwing and catching scarves at a later time.

Additional Benchmark: 4.10 Throws, kicks bounces, and catches
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Learning
Centers

Benchmark: 2.10 Explores and manipulates art media

Art Center

Activity: Bubble Print
 Mix together in a 6-8” bowl

1 cup water
Drops of food coloring
¼ cup liquid detergent
¼ cup liquid starch

 Invite children to blow with a straw into the mixture until the bubbles build above
the rim of the bowl.

 Invite children to make a print by laying a sheet of white construction paper across
the bowl rim, allowing the bubbles to pop against the paper.

 Children can repeat this process to make several bubble prints on one page.

Teacher’s Note: Supervise children closely during this activity. Explain the
difference in blowing air through the straw and sucking air in through the straw like they do
when they are drinking through a straw. Make 6 to 8 holes in the straw with a straight
pin to prevent the children from sucking the solution through the straw.

Activity: Straw Blowing Pictures
 Invite children to do straw blowing pictures in the art center
 Explain that they will use a spoon to place a small amount of tempera paint on

their paper and will use a straw to blow through to move paint across the paper
and create a design.

 Make sure children know how to blow through the straw and that each child has
his or her own straw which is to be thrown away when the painting is completed.

Activity: Squirt Bottle Painting
 Prepare thick tempera paint of different colors, each in a separate plastic squirt

bottle.
 Invite children to squirt colors on their paper to create a design.
 Observe to see if children mix colors and create new colors. If so, notice and

comment. For example, say, “I see you made purple. How did you do that?”
(child mixed red and blue)

Teacher Note: Supervise this activity to make sure children squirt small amounts of paint
at one time and that they only squirt paint on their paper.

Additional Benchmark 3.20 Uses senses to learn about the characteristics of the
environment and to collect data (scientific process:
observing)

Activity: Newspaper Streamers
 Help children measure and cut out two-inch wide strips of newspaper (length of

strips will be full length of a page or the width of two pages folded out).
 Invite children to decorate their strips with markers, paint or crayons. Help

children put their names on their individual streamers.
 Choose a day when the wind is blowing and allow the children to take their

streamers outdoors.
 Encourage children to observe what happens to the streamers when the wind

blows or as they run.
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 Tape some of the streamers to the climbing structure or to the fence and
encourage children to observe what happens when the wind blows.

Additional Benchmarks: 3.20 Uses senses to learn about the characteristics of the
environment and to collect data (scientific process:
observing)

4.6 Coordinates eye and hand movements to complete
tasks

_______________________________________________________________________
Benchmarks: 3.20 Uses senses to learn about the characteristics of the

environment and to collect data (scientific process:
observing)

3.23 Shows awareness of cause-effect relationships

Block Center

Activity: Air Maze
 Tape blocks around the edge of a table, then form a maze with more blocks

inside.
 Place ping pong balls on the table.
 Provide a variety of objects such as paper fans, straws, paper towel tubes, and

plastic squirt bottles.
 Invite children to use the different air movers to try and move the ping pong balls

through the maze
 Observe as they experiment with the different air movers. Ask them which moved

the ping pong balls the best.

Teacher Note: Help children make a maze in the block area for this activity.
_______________________________________________________________________
Library/Book Center

 Add books about wind and air.
 Add pictures of windy scenes.
 Add clothesline, clothespins, and storytelling figures for the story The Wind Blew.

_______________________________________________________________________
Home Living/Dramatic Play

 Add paper, cardboard, or Oriental fans
_______________________________________________________________________
Benchmark: 3.23 Shows awareness of cause-effect relationships

5.9 Uses language to problem solve

Water table or tub
 Add dish detergent, whisk and eggbeater to the water table/tub.
 Observe children as they create bubbles with the whisk and beater.
 Ask children what they think is creating the bubbles in the water. (air)

________________________________________________________________________
Quiet Corner

 Create a quiet corner in your classroom; a place where children can go to be
alone and to get away from the stresses of group living.

 Place soft items in the quiet corner. Carpet on the floor, soft pillows, and soft and
cuddly stuffed animals or dolls are examples.

 Discuss with children when they might want to go to the quiet corner. When they
are angry and need to get away from the source of their anger? When they are
sad and need to be alone? When the room gets too noisy and they need a quiet
spot?

 Explain to children that the quiet corner is for one child at a time.
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Teacher Note: Make sure this area can be supervised by the adults in the classroom at
all times.

Transition
Activities

Benchmark: 3.10 Classifies objects by physical features such as shape or color

Activity: Balloon Match
 Cut out balloons from different colors of construction paper, plus a set of each

color for yourself.
 Give each child a balloon prior to transitioning the group to the next activity.
 Show a yellow balloon and say, “All who have a yellow balloon can ….”

_______________________________________________________________________

Activity: Let’s Go Fly a Kite
 Cut out kites from different colors of construction paper, plus a set of each color

for yourself.
 Give each child a kite prior to transitioning the group to the next activity.
 Say the following:

Let’s go fly a kite
Up where it’s clear and bright.
Let’s go fly a _____kite (show a kite and say the color, show the kite and say
nothing, or say the color only)
Up where’s it’s clear and bright.
Let’s go fly a _____ kite. (show a kite and say the color, show the kite and say
nothing, or say the color only).

 Children give you their kite and transition to the next activity as the color of their
kite is introduced.

Family
Activities

Send home a note to families stating that for the next few days the children will be learning
about air and wind. Suggest some ways families can be involved in the topic of study:

 Collect and bring to the center pictures of windy scenes from sources such as
magazines and calendars or family events such as sailing or flying kites.

 Save disposables such as plastic squirt bottles. Clean them thoroughly before
allowing the children to use them.

 Include the titles and authors of some of the children’s books about air and wind.
Suggest that they look for these books in the local library, check them out and
read them with their child.

 Send home the bubble recipe and suggest that families make a batch of bubbles
and go outdoors with their child and blow and chase bubbles. Be sure to tell them
that they can use the rings from a six pack of cold drinks for their bubble blowers.
If families take pictures of their child blowing and chasing bubbles, ask them to
send them to share with the class.


