
John Peace, CPA was awarded the 2008 William H. Van Rensselaer Public Service 
Award in recognition of his many acts to strengthen accountancy regulation.  Mr. 
Peace was the NASBA chair from 2000-2001.  He was also instrumental in negotiating 
between three different parties for a computer-based testing agreement.  His work 
continues as he leads a NASBA task force to consider administration of the Uniform 
CPA Examination outside the United States.  Arkansas can be proud of one of our own 
former Board members in the recognition of this distinguished honor. 
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Board Members In the News 

A recent article in the Pine Bluff Commercial newspaper dated November 
12, 2008, reported two of our Board members recognized for their com-
munity service work.   
 
Lloyd Franklin, CFE is pictured as a Rotarian and the Boys and Girls Club 
Parliamentarian, and Gary Kelly is also pictured representing the Pine Bluff 
Rotary Club. 

Welcome to the Board   
Gene Cogbill, CPA has been appointed by Governor Mike Beebe to serve a five year 

term on the Arkansas State Board of Public Accountancy.   
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cum laude graduate of the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville where he received his 

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration degree with a major in accounting in 

1969.  He was a member and past president of Beta Alpha Psi and Beta Gamma Sigma. 
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cil of American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  He has also served on the 
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tive Coordinator for Arkansas, and is currently serving on the Professional Liability 

LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ /t!ΩǎΦ 

Mr. Cogbill has served as an adjunct accounting instructor at Texarkana College and 

Texas A&M University-Texarkana (formerly East Texas State University-Texarkana). 

He is a former Chairman of the Board of Wadley Regional Medical Center in Texarkana 

and a former Treasurer of the Texarkana Regional Arts and Humanities Council.  He 

also served as a director of the Texarkana Chamber of Commerce, the Texarkana Mu-

seum System, the United Way of Texarkana, the Salvation Army, and the Conifer 

Council of Girl Scouts. 

Gene has served as an elder, deacon and treasurer of First Presbyterian Church in 

Texarkana.  He and his wife Gail reside in Texarkana, Arkansas.  They have two grown 

children and two grandchildren. 
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Welcome Bill Millager! 

Bill Millager was appointed to the ASBPA board by Governor Beebe in August 2008. He attended 

his first meeting in October 2008.  Mr. Millager and his wife Gwen have owned a farm between 

Rogers and Pea Ridge since 1980. They have been Benton County residents since 1986. The cou-

ple ran a registered Brangus ranch and a market gardening operation until 1996.  

 

More or less in parallel, Bill taught Webpage Design and Internet Marketing for the Chamber 

University and also created the Lift Off program for small businesses, through the Rogers Cham-

ber. Starting in 1991, he was a founding staff member and adjunct professor of the Global Mar-

keting Support Services project for the Bumpers College at the U of A, Fayetteville, serving until 

2006.   

 

Since then he has continued as an active member or board member of various civic, environ-

mental, community development, educational and political organizations. Bill is also a SCORE 

Counselor, a published poet, and a recently published novelist. 

 

Mr. Millager has a degree in electrical engineering from Cornell and an MBA from Harvard 

(1959). He worked nineteen years for General Electric, starting as a co-op student, progressing 

through several professional training programs. He was a consulting engineer at the Valley 

Forge Space Technology Center where he had a small role in the Apollo and Voyager programs. 

Then, he served as Advanced Planning Manager for the Computer Services Division in Bethesda, 

Maryland. 

 

Recruited for the UN by USAID, Mr. Millager and his family began a fifteen-year international 

career in 1970. They lived overseas in Addis Ababa, Nairobi, Vienna, Barbados, and Bangkok.  Bill 

was assigned as a regional field advisor covering investment promotion and economic develop-

ment. In 1984, he was assigned to head the UN Investment Promotion Office across Second 

Avenue from the United Nations Headquarters in New York. He and Gwen "retired" to Arkansas 

in 1986.  

Bill Millager 

 
March 2009 - No meeting 

April 24, 2009   
May 29, 2009 

 
 

Meetings of the Board are open to the public, except when  
under state law some portions may be closed to the public.  
Unless otherwise noted, meetings begin at 9:00 a.m. 

Board Meeting Schedule 

In accordance with the holiday schedule adopted by the State 
of  Arkansas, the Board office will be closed on the following 
dates: 
 

May 25, 2009 �v  Memorial Day 
July 3, 2009 �v  Fourth of July Holiday 

September 7, 2009 �v  Labor Day 

Board Office Closed 
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ASBPA Newsletter 

Senate Bill 133 to amend the Arkansas Public Accountancy Act was passed in the Senate and House and has been signed by the Governor.   
SB133, now known as Act 93, will allow out-of-state CPAs to practice across state lines with no notification and no fees.  However, we will con-
tinue with all the requirements for practice privilege with notice, fee, and other requirements until the effective date of this law.  The effective 
date of this Act will not be established until the end of the 2009 legislative session. 
 

We will have more information available in future newsletters. 

Mobility Law Passes 


