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History 
Early European Settlers 

–  de Soto 
– Cortez 

BLOODLINE? 
 



Bloodline 
   

 



Distribution 

• Hogs are found in most 
of the Southern States 
and California (Mayer 
and Brisbin, 1991) with 
the only limiting factor 
being elevation 
(Coblentz and Bouska, 
2004). 



U.S., the Southeast Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study, Map of Feral Hog Distribution, 1982 



U.S., the Southeast Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study, Map of Feral Hog Distribution, 2004 



Distribution (Arkansas) 
• Dr. Bob Harbison, 1999 
• “Like Oklahoma, 

Arkansas also has a 
significant number of 
counties affected by 
these animals. They are 
in 50 to 55 of the state’s 
75 counties.” 

• Due to observational 
data, the AGFC claims to 
have hogs in 70-75 
counties in Arkansas 



Arkansas History 

• Settlers regularly let their hogs roam free until 
livestock fencing laws were implemented in AR 
in the mid 1900s 
– Fencing laws ignored in several parts of the 

state through the 1970s and 1980s. 
• Escapes of hogs kept as livestock in AR common 

through the 1970s 
• 1977 - estimated wild hogs found in 4% of AR 

and were considered to be declining 
• Movement and intentional release of hogs by 

hunters wishing to establish new populations 
believed common in last 20 years 

 
Blake Sasse, 2010 

 
 



Feral Hogs: What are they and 
who says so? 

 FERAL = WILD  
 (highly susceptible to disease transmittal) 
   

 



Governing Bodies 



Definition 
• Those swine that are free-roaming or 

released onto a game preserve or hunting 
area and/or 

• A stray domestic hog becomes feral 5 
calendar days after escaping domestic 
confinement. 
 



AGFC 

• Defined as a non-game animal in Arkansas 
– AGFC regulates the harvesting of feral hogs in 

Arkansas 
• Public Lands 
• Private Lands 

 
www.agfc.com 



ALPC 

• ALPC regulates the “commercial” aspect of 
feral hog management  in Arkansas 
– Trapping on private lands 

• Slaughter on the spot 
• Transportation to a holding area or hunting preserve 
• Domestication  



ALPC 

• ALPC  
– Transportation 

• May be transported to a game reserve or hunting area 
if they test negative for brucellosis and pseudorabies 
within 30 days of capture, HOWEVER 

• They may not be turned out from confinement until a 
second check of the diseases happens at least 60 days 
from initial capture. 



ALPC 

• ALPC  
– Confinement (2 important factors) 

• DISEASE TESTING 
• FENCING 

 

http://www.arlpc.org/ 



So, what about hogs? 

 



Physiology 

• Reproduction? 
–Reproductive rate (12-15 months) 
–Maturity (8 months old) 

• Litter Size? 
–Average (4-8 piglets) 



Physiology 
Juvenile vs. Mature Feral Hogs  

 



Why is this important? 

• Simply Put: 
– The more hogs that are present and the bigger 

they are means more of an economic and 
ecological IMPACT! 



Impacts 
• Positive 

– Hunting 
– Captivity 

• Slaughter 



Impacts 
• Negative 

– Wildlife 
 Aggravation 
– Rooting 
– Livestock 
 Nuisance 
– Disease 
 Transmittal 
– Land Alteration 
 

 



Concerns in Forestry 

• The general concern of land 
managers/owners and feral hogs revolves 
around rooting.  However, there are several 
other concerns we must address as well. 



Rooting 



Rooting 

 



Land Disturbance 

 



Rubbing 

 



Trespassing Issues 

 



Wildlife Competition 

 



Physiology 

• Diet 
– Omnivorous  
– Primarily Herbivorous 

• Roots 
• Grasses 
• Forbes 
• Mast 
• Insects 
• Dead Carcasses 



Control 

• After maturity, feral 
hogs have very little 
natural predators 

• Prior to maturity, only 
several carnivores in 
Arkansas are 
predacious to feral 
hogs 



What is control? 

• Depends on your goal 
– Eradication – complete elimination 
– Population reduction 

• Must be significant and sustained  
• Hog populations that are reduced by up to 

70% can return to pre-control levels in less 
than 3 years if anti-hog measures aren’t 
sustained 

• May have to determine some level of “acceptable” 
damage you’re willing to live with 
 

Blake Sasse, 2010 



Control Method 

• Hunting 
– Santa Cruz Islands and Fort Benning, Georgia 

• Trapping 
• Castrating/Killing 



Trap Types 

 



PEN TRAPS 



 



Two Recommended Traps 

 



Trap Doors – Rooter gate 

• Recommended option  
• Set to let hogs in until 

doors are triggered 
• “Rooter” option lets 

hogs continue to push 
into the trap 

• Multiple panels lets 
small hogs in without 
opening gate enough 
for others to get out 

• Expensive 
Blake Sasse, 2010 

 
Protach 



Trap Doors – No Door 

• Cheapest option 
• Seems to catch as many 

as those with doors 
• Can also bend back one 

of the door panels and 
tie it to a trip wire so it 
slams shut when a hog 
hits it  

Blake Sasse, 2010 



Bait 

• There are several different types of bait to 
use. 
– From personal experience “Buck Jam” is a great 

bait 
– Corn as well 

• The recipe is 150 lbs of corn, 8 lbs of sugar, 2-
3 packets of yeast and 5-6 packets of 
strawberry jello.  We seal it in metal drums 
and let it ferment for about 4 weeks 



Studies 

• Very little data exists on feral hog distribution 
and impact across Arkansas. 



My Study 
 



Objectives 

• Create a distribution map of where hogs are 
located in Arkansas 

• Qualify and quantify the economic and 
ecological impact feral hogs pose to 
stakeholders 

• Gather stakeholders comments about 
possible management strategies/suggestions 



Distribution 

• 57 of 75 counties reported having hogs. 
– One county (Mississippi) was not represented 



 



 



Elevation and Water 

Elevation was not significant in determining 
feral hog presence. 

 
Perennial water sources was a significant factor 

in determining feral hog presence. 
 



Positive Interactions 

• What does the public perceive as a positive 
interaction? 

• Hunting (~43%) 
• Trapping (~17%) 

• Viewing (~7%) 
• Food source (~34%) 

• Breeding (~.01%) 
• Monetary Gain (~.02%) 



Positive Feedback 

ACTUAL COMMENTS 
• “I feel that although there are isolated 

instances of nuisance feral hogs, they pose no 
harm to the entire state. “ 

• “No wild animal should be killed out.  We 
need everything to balance mother nature-
that's what’s wrong with this world. “ 



Land use interaction 

• By managing your land for wildlife (ONLY) 
you will have a higher probability of having a 
positive encounter with a feral hog. 



Negative Feedback 

• What does the public deem as a negative 
interaction?  

• Rooting (~59%) 
• Equipment 
 Damage (~33%) 
• Vehicle Collision 
 (~6%) 
• Livestock Nuisance 
 (~13%) 
• Monetary Loss 
 (~16%) 



Other Negative Interactions 

• ~14% 
– Wildlife nuisance 

• Habitat destruction 
• Predation 

– Negative encounter in 
the wild 

– Negative pet encounter 
– Destruction of managed 

forest land 



Negative Feedback 

ACTUAL COMMENTS 
• “There has to be something done with all the 

pigs. There are too many and they are eating 
all the food for the deer.” 

• “Increase punishment for those that release 
pigs into wild.  Allow the killing of all free-
roaming pigs.  Owner is responsible for 
confinement of hogs. Bounties on pig tails.” 



Negative Feedback con’t 

ACTUAL COMMENTS 
• “Hogs are a menace.  We hunt them in our 

club and use the meat in the fall/winter 
months.” 

• “During the dry summers, hogs move up from 
the river bottoms.  We have killed them in 
our yard.  Wildlife nuisance and destruction 
of fields from rooting is also a major 
problem.” 



Land usage and presence? 

  
 
 
 
 By managing your land for both timber and 

wildlife, you have a higher probability of 
encountering and having a negative impact 
with a feral hog. 



Lack of Education? 

• MILLION DOLLAR QUESTION(s)! 
 

1. Does the general public have a lack of 
education dealing with feral hogs 
(management, physiology, etc.) in Arkansas? 

2. Does a potential lack of education persuade the 
perception of the public? 



Other feedback 

ACTUAL COMMENTS 
• “Property owners should have the right to kill 

pigs at anytime if they are a nuisance.” 
• “They should be hunted to extinction. They 

shouldn’t be released on private land unless 
they have a hog proof enclosure.” 

• “There is a lack of education as to how feral 
swine can be trapped and hunted out of 
regular hunting seasons.” 



Conclusions 

• Feral hog management lies on the shoulders 
of two agencies in Arkansas. 

• Most damage you see in the forests are due 
to the feeding habits of feral hogs. 

• Feral hogs are primarily herbivores that feed 
mostly on roots and tubers. 
 



Conclusions 

• Feral hog population control depends on 
three factors: 
– Established population 
– Control goals 
– “Your neighbor” 
 



Conclusions 

• Hogs are reported in at least 57 of 75 
counties in Arkansas that range all across the 
state. 

• As of now, people tend to view hog impacts 
as negative over positive in Arkansas. 

• EDUCATION TO THE PUBLIC! 
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Any Questions? 
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