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the only limiting factor

“being elevation -
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manrD Ao

More Than 10 Swine |
Per Square Mile

10 Or Less Swine
Per Square Mile

Swine Are Rare
Or Absent

THIS BIG GAME ANIMAL DISTRIBUTION MAP WAS
PREFARED FROM DATA COMPILED BY Fism akp
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Feral/Wild Swine Populations 2004
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— Due to observatlonai

- e S —

 Dr. Bob Harbison, 1999

e “Like Oklahoma,
Arkansas also has a

——significant number of -
counties affected by
these animals. They are |
in 50 to 55 of the state’s &
~_75counties.” &

data, the AGFC claims to
have hogs in 70-75
countiesinArkansas — ——
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Distribution (Arkansas)




Arkansas History

Settlers regularly let their hogs roam free until
livestock fencing laws were implemented in AR
in the mid 1900s

— Fencing laws ignored in several parts of the
state through the 1970s and 1980s.

. Escapes of hogs kept as livestock in AR common
' through the 1970s

. 1977 - estimated wild hogs found in 4% of AR
and were considered to be declining

Movement and intentional release of hogs by
hunters wishing to establish new populations
believed common in last 20 years

Blake Séssg, 2010



Feral Hogs: What are they and
who says so0?

FERAL = WILD
(highly susceptible to disease transmittal)
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Definition

* Those swine that are free-roaming or

released onto a game preserve gr hunting

:
area and/or S

o A sifay domestlc hog becomes feral 5
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AGFC

 Defined as a non-game animal in Arkansas

— AGFC regulates the harvesting of feral hogs in
Arkansas

e Public Lands

* Private Lands




ALPC

{

* ALPC regulates’ ihe ‘commercial” aspect of
feral hog management in Arkansas
— Trappmg on pmvate lands

e Slaughter omthe spot
jon to a holding area or hunting preserve

e Transporta
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ALPC

Ll

* ALPC

— Transportation
"« May be transr")orted to a game reserve or hunting area
- if they test npgatlve for brucellosis and pseudorabies
within 30 days of capture, HOWEVER

4 o T ey may n%t be turned out from confinement until a




. ALPC
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* ALPC _
— Confinement important factors)
"« DISEASE TES1;;_NG
* FENCING 4:;{
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www.arlpc.org/
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Why is this important?

%

 Simply Put: P \

— The more hogs that are present and ti‘re\bigger \
they are means more of an economic and.
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* Negative
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Concerns in Forestry -

 The general concern of land
managers/owners and feral hogs revolves

—around rooting. However, there are several
other concerns we must address as well.









Land Disturbance
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e Diet

= Omnivorous - - =

- - — Primarily Herbivorous -
* Roots
* ~@Grasses
— e+ Forbes - : -
e e e e
| by Inse_cts :
* Dead Carcasses



After’matu rltv, feral -
hogs have very Iitﬂe""f i




What'is control?

e Depends on your goal
— Eradication — complete elimination
— Population reduction
» Must be significant and sustained

 Hog populations that are reduced by up to
70% can return to pre-control levels in less
than 3 years if anti-hog measures aren’t
sustained

» May have to determine some level of “acceptable”
damage you’re willing to live with

Blake Sasse, 2010
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— Trap Doors Rooter gate__ e

— - = - = e = — - =

I L = . = . S - = =

=) Recommended optlon
* Set to let hogs in until

: BIakeSasse 2010~

~doors are triggered
= “Ro oter” -optio nlets ..
) hogs continue to push
__intothetrap _ ——
| —+_Multiple panels letsf —
— — — smallhogsinwithout -
ffj" opening gate enough
= - forotherstogetout
—_J\ k -~ s Expensive -~ -
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Bait

 There are several different types of bait to
use.

— From personal experience “Buck Jam” is a great
bait
— Corn as well

* The recipe is 150 Ibs of corn, 8 lbs of sugar, 2-
3 packets of yeast and 5-6 packets of
strawberry jello. We seal it in metal drums
and let it ferment for about 4 weeks
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 Very I|ttIe data exists on feral hog dlstrlbutlon
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Objectives

* Create a distribution map of where hogs are
located in Arkansas '

o Quallfy and quantlfy the economicand
ecological impact feral hogs pose to
stakeholders

» Gather stakeholders comments about
possible management strategies/suggestions



— Distribution

e 57 of 75 counties reported having hogs.
— One county (Mississippi) was not represented
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Elevation and Water -

Elevation was not S|gn|f|cant in determmmg
feral hog presence

Perennial water sources was a S|gn|f|cant factor
—in determmmg feral hog presence
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_Positive Feedback

ACTUAL COMMENTS

« “Ifeel that although there are isolated
instances of nuisance feral hogs, they pose no
harm to the entire state. “

« “No wild animal should be killed out. We
need everything to balance mother nature-
that's what’s wrong with this world. “



Land use interaction

« By managing your land for wﬂdkfe (ONLY)
you will have a higher probability of. havmg
positive encounter with a feral hog.

"'ﬁ.
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Negative Feedback

ACTUAL COMMENTS

* “There has to be something done with all the -
pigs. There are too many and they are eating
all the food for the deer.”

* “Increase punishment for those that release -
pigs into wild. Allow the killing of all free-
roaming pigs. Owner is responsible for
confinement of hogs. Bounties on pig tails.”



Negative Feedback con’t

ACTUAL COMMENTS

« “Hogs are a menace. We hunt them in our
—club and use the meat in the fall/winter
months.”

o “During the dry summers, hogs move up from

—the river bottoms. We have killed them-in
our yard. Wildlife nuisance and destruction
of fields from rooting is also a major
problem.” " " "



Land usage and presence?

By p*—’ agmg your land for both timber and

dllfe you have a higher probability of
"‘-'“ countermg and having a negative impact
W |th a feral hog.
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Lack of Education?

* MILLION DOLEAR QUESTION(s)!

1. Does the general public have a lack of
education dealing with feral hogs
(management, physiology, etc.) in Arkansas?

2. Does a potential lack of education persuade the
perception of the public? Y
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ACTUAL COMMENTS

 “Property owners should have the rlght to k|II “
—pigs at anytime if they are a nuisance.”

e “They should be hunted to extinction. They
shouldn’t be released on private land unless
~they have a-hog proof enclosure.”

 “There is a lack of education as to how feral
swine can be trapped and hunted out of
—regular hunting seasons.”



Conclusions

* Feral hog management lies on the shoulders
of two agencies in Arkansas.

e Most damage you see in the forests are due
to the feeding habits of feral hogs.

* Feral hogs are primarily herbivores thg".!_queed

mostly on roots and tubers . ﬁ#;fi

'\* I J

e e i 9 s

PERRSEE - e :

R el
. L "*_E_,c-::h::}"_:-*:.' '1-'_.._.'
i P i.. ﬂr_.r-_li..'r - Py
P T T e T SR T Sy



Conclusions

~

* Feral hog population control depends on
three factors:
— Established population
— Control goals
— “Your neighbor”




Conclusions

 Hogs are reported in at least 57 of 75
counties in Arkansas that range all across the

state.

e As of now, people tend to view hog impacts

as negative over positive in Arkansas.#
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